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Your memorable occasion deserves

It’s time to pick the perfect spot for your Bar / Bat Mitzvah. Imagine holding your 
event at Tampa’s Lowry Park Zoo – a unique location full of fun, elegance and 
natural ambiance. Whether your desire is to celebrate at sunset, under the stars, or in 
beautiful gardens, your wildest dreams can come true at the Zoo.

The Zoo offers many venues and grand reception locations, including the new 
Reilly Reserve, which offers incredible views of African animals like elephants, 
zebras and giraffes. And for that extra special touch, incorporate an animal encounter 
to make it the celebration your friends and family won’t soon forget!

Dance the night away in the Safari Lodge, a new air-conditioned venue that seats up to 
500 people, and has state-of-the-art lighting and sound equipment.

Our Chef and catering staff can build custom menus or you can select from remarkable 
packages that have been designed to complement any size celebration. 

Discover just how easy planning can be. 
Contact our professional event staff at 
(813) 935-8552, ext. 421 or email 
YourEvent@LowryParkZoo.com.

a memorable location. 

Trust none other than a
dining legend. For more 30 years,
� e Wine Cellar has helped
families enjoy their simchas, with 
the fi nest European and Kosher 
cuisine and careful attention 
to every last detail. From an 
extravagant reception in one of 
our banquet rooms, to lavish 
catering anywhere your heart 
desires, we can make your event 
truly unforgettable. Call us today 
to start planning your celebration.

17307 Gulf Blvd.   •   North Redington Beach 33708
727-393-3491  •  www.� eWineCellar.com

Trust your celebration
to the best in catering.
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-Jenny Alexander
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1-3 years in advance   
q	 Begin to meet educational 

requirements.   
q	 Set date and begin to gather 

information to decide format.
 
    	  9 to 12 months in advance
q 	 Determine budget.
q	 Plan tentative guest list.
q	 Select theme.
q	 Select and reserve site for main 

reception.
q 	 Interview and contract with 

professionals including party planner, 
caterer, photographer, florist and 
entertainment.  

q	 Meet with synagogue staff to discuss 
Bar/Bat Mitzvah policies.

 6  to 9 months in advance
q 	 Reserve facilities for such functions 

as Shabbat eve dinner and Sunday 
brunch.

q	 Select and order invitations and 
thank you notes.  

q	 Select caterer for oneg and kiddush       
q  	Reserve hotel accommodations for 

out-of-town guests, especially if your 
event is “in season.”  

q	 Complete guest list and collect 
addresses.

 4 to 6 months in advance 
q	 Send Save The Date cards. 
q	 Order any imprinted items, like 

yarmulkes, napkins.
q	 Recontact caterer, restaurant or hotel 

with approximate number of guests.
q 	 Make menu selections.
q 	 Make a list of clothing needs.
q   Order flowers/decorations for 

synagogue, reception.

2  to 3 months in advance 
q	 Address invitations and mail           

to out-of-towners.
q	 Purchase religious items such as 

yarmulke and tallit. 
q	 Help with child’s speech.
q	 Have formal picture taken for 

sign-in board, synagogue bulletin, 
newspaper.

q	 Finalize bakery order to include 
challah for kiddush and Bar/Bat 
Mitzvah cake.

6-8 weeks in advance
q	 Mail invitations to local guests.
q	 Send announcement to the 

synagogue bulletin.

4 weeks in advance
q	 Finalize hotel reservations and plan 

hospitality baskets for out-of-town 
guests.

q	 Determine transportation 
arrangements as needed.

q	 Send announcement and photo        
to the Jewish Press.

q	 Finalize arrangements with rabbi,  
i.e. aliyot honors.

q	 Complete candle lighting or other 
reception presentation.

2  weeks in advance
q	 Draw up seating plan.
q	 Make place cards.

Final week
q	 Have final consultation with caterer, 

florist, photographer, entertainment 
and confirm schedules.

q	 Confirm head count/floor plan with 
caterer.

q	 Deliver  items, i.e, yarmulke and 
programs to synagogue.

q	 Deliver hospitality baskets to the 
hotel.

q	 Rehearsal at the synagogue.
q	 Relax and enjoy!

Bar/Bat Mitzvah Planning Calendar


