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When it comes to planning a 
Bar or Bat Mitzvah, experience 
counts, say two Tampa Bay area 
moms who have been through 
the drill several times.

Though the Bat Mitzvah for 
Jessica Rachel Krop of Clear-
water and the Bar Mitzvah of 
Stephen Max Goldman of Lutz 
were quite different, the moth-
ers of both teens had similar 
advice.

“The big thing is, do what the 
kids want because the event is 
for your child. But you can’t let 
them do everything they want. 
You have to have some control,” 
said Lynne Krop, Jessica’s 
mom.

“The other big thing,’’ she 
said, “is to have a budget and do 
your best to stick to it.’’

Stephen’s mom, Deb Goldman, 
agrees on both points.

The two mothers also said the 
event was quite important in the re-
ligious and social lives of their chil-
dren and urged plenty of advance 
planning, especially to take care 
of the major decisions. Both said 
they went by the Jewish Press Bar 
& Bat Mitzvah Planning Guide’s 
checklist their first time around and 
that they continued to use it as each 
new child in their family had their 
Bar or Bat Mitzvah.

“Keep a list of the appointments 
you make and also keep separate 
lists for the party planning and for 
the ceremonial planning. And stay 
on top of these things,” said Lynne 
Krop. “Of course, the religious part 
of the event is the most important. 
As for the party, aim to please the 
kids,” she added.

Stephen is Deb and Todd Gold-
man’s youngest child, so this was 
the last of four Bar/Bat Mitzvahs 
they planned. For Lynne Krop and 
her husband, Daniel, Jessica is their 
youngest of three daughters.

Both moms relied on previous 
experience in making some deci-
sions, but they also said that every 
child is different, so tailor the event 
to each child’s personality.

Jessica Krop’s party was upscale, 
held at a hotel on Clearwater Beach, 
while Stephen’s was a little less for-
mal, though still quite nice, with a 

budget of  $18,000 to $20,000.
The Krops, members of Congre-

gation Beth Shalom in Clearwater, 
learned two years in advance when 
Jessica’s Bat Mitzvah would be, and 
Lynne Krop said that she began “to 
kick it in gear” about a full year in 
advance.

 “The things you need to take care 
of first in advance are the photogra-
pher — they tend to book up early 
— the DJ and the hotel, or whatever 
venue you pick for the party. The 
other stuff you can take care of 
later. But if you use a decorator or 
party planner, you can’t wait too 
long to line them up,” Lynne Krop 
said. “And don’t forget to line up 
babysitters,” she added.

The Goldmans are members of 
Congregation Kol Ami in Tampa, 
and they also began getting the 
major decisions made about a year 
in advance. 

As Deb Goldman had done for 
her other three children, she started 
by calling the cantor at Kol Ami to 
make arrangements and schedule 
the party at the synagogue. Then 
she booked the photographer and a 
DJ, selecting the same DJ she used 
at the three previous b’nai mitzvah. 
She was also a repeat customer of 
the synagogue caterer. If you opt 
to hire your own caterer, make sure 
they are synagogue-approved, she 
advised.

The Krops used their synagogue 
caterer for a Friday night din-
ner with family and out-of-town 
guests, attended by about 65, and 
for a kiddush luncheon the next 
day, attended by about 200. The 
beach hotel, where the evening cel-
ebration was for about 230 guests, 
handled the food for the buffet 

dinner. Lynne Krop said Jessica 
took an active role in selecting 
the menus. Jessica also had a lot 
of input in selecting the hotel 
for the party.

Both families took pains to 
make sure that those partici-
pating in the ceremonies knew 
exactly what was expected of 
them, what they needed to do, 
and when. Krop said when an 
uncle could not come at the last 
minute, they had to adjust the 
choreography of the service.

Krop also made sure her non-
Jewish friends got a program 
with information telling them 
what to expect at the service, 
explaining the service basics 
and the meanings. “It makes 
them more comfortable and it 
means more to them when they 
understand,” she said.

Jessica’s party
Since Jessica Krop loves music 

and is an accomplished pianist, 
music was the theme of her party, 
with CDs, band posters and musical 
notes used as decorations. 

Instead of place cards, guests 
picked up a gold CD with the 
name of a band or musician that 
corresponded to their table name. 
“There was a variety — country, 
jazz, old time music,” said Lynne 
Krop, explaining that the family 
made an effort to match the table’s 
guests to the music like a family 
from Gainesville seated at native 
son Tom Petty’s table.  The center-
pieces were all similar, but each 
had a cut out of a different musical 
instrument. 

The 50 some young people had 
their own buffet and ice cream bar 
and were entertained with games, a 
photo center and dancing while the 
adults finished their meal.  

Krop did have one cautionary 
note, especially for families having 
a party at a hotel: “The challenge is 
to keep the kids in the party” and 
not roaming around the hotel or 
outside.”  The solution: a security 
guard — a small extra cost for the 
peace of mind that the teens would 
stay safe.

(Some Bar/Bat Mitzvah alumni 
parents indicate it is also wise to 
make sure kids drinks are served 
separately, well away from the 
adult bar.)

Jessica’s party theme also harmo-
nized with her mitzvah project. For 
the project, Jessica played piano 
for the residents at several nursing 
homes and collected and donated 
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Jessica Krop poses with some band posters that 
were part of the decorations at her music themed 
party.
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