
are being arrested on 
a daily basis for anti-
government activity.

In early February 
President Obama 
indicated that he may 
be close to giving 
up on negotiations 
and complained that 
it appears Iran has 
turned its back on his 
diplomatic efforts. 
He’s currently having a proposal 
developed to put in front of the 
U.N. Security Council that will 
call for extremely strong sanc-
tions, but while there’s a chance 
that Russia may side with the U.S. 
on this matter at this time, it’s still 
very likely that China, Iran’s larg-
est trading partner and one of the 
fi ve permanent members of the 
Security Council, will use its veto 
power to prohibit such sanctions.

The most important questions 
in the world right now relate to 
what the U.S should do about 
Iran? Should it put much more 
pressure on China to support the 
idea of crippling sanctions despite 
that country’s seemingly un-
quenchable thirst for Iranian oil? 
Should it continue exploring all 
diplomatic and sanction options 
(with or without the support of 
the U.N. Security Council) while 
at the same time hoping that Iran 
won’t be able to develop nuclear 
weapons in the near future? 
Should it employ some type of 
military action or covert activ-

ity that will slow the 
process down signifi -
cantly? Or should it 
give the green light 
to the Israelis to take 
such action?

A little more than 
two years ago I wrote 
here and in other 
places that I thought 
we were fast ap-
proaching high noon 

with the Iranians. It now feels like 
we could be coming up on 11:59 
and the clock is still ticking. If 
anyone reading this has any juice 
in Washington, please send this 
column to the White House as 
soon as possible.

*     *     *     *     *
In the last edition of the Jew-

ish Press, I briefl y referenced an 
old column when I wrote about 
the time I went to jail for stalk-
ing a 15 year old girl. It’s a true 
story, but not nearly as sinister as 
it sounds and I’ll elaborate on it 
again in a future edition. None-
theless, per my request in the last 
paragraph, if anyone was actu-
ally going to forward this week’s 
column to President Obama, it 
might be a good idea to cut this 
last paragraph out before sending 
it to him. Thanks.

The opinions expressed in this 
column are those of the author 
and are not necessarily those of 
the Tampa Jewish Federation or 
the Jewish Press of Tampa.
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The Barking Lot
your full-service,

all-breed boarding kennel.
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813.406.4723 www.barking-lot.net
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On all reservations of 7 nights or more
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& GET FREE
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OF CREAM CHEESE!
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(813) 839-5838  www.TampaBayBagelCo.com

KETTLE BOILED BAGELS
MADE FROM SCRATCH
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I have to assume that neither 
former President Bush (W) nor 
President Obama are regular read-
ers of this column and that’s un-
fortunate—for them. I apologize 
for sounding so grandiose, but if 
either of them had picked up the 
Jewish Press during the past three 
years they might not have wasted 
so much political capital by lay-
ing out their ambitious plans for 
peace between the Israelis and the 
Palestinians. I know their inten-
tions were noble—and I want to 
try to say this as respectfully as 
possible—but both of them were 
completely out of synch with real-
ity on this issue. 

As I’ve written on numerous 
occasions, any attempts to negoti-
ate a fi nal-status deal between the 
Israelis and the Palestinians under 
the current conditions are doomed 
to fail—as all other efforts have in 
the past.

When President Bush fi rst laid 
out the timetable for his “Road 
Map” with such optimism and de-
termination my jaw almost hit the 
fl oor. After I recovered from my 
shock, I came to the conclusion 
that for him to talk so positively 
about the potential for peace he 
had to know an important part of 
the puzzle that the public wasn’t 
aware of yet. Why else would 
he forge ahead with a plan that 
looked from the outside as having 
almost no chance to succeed? 
I came to the same conclusion 
when President Obama took offi ce 
and talked with such hope and 
confi dence about the situation. 
Once again, I fi gured he had some 
critical piece of information that 
wasn’t being revealed to the rest 
of the world. Now I’m just won-
dering if there’s something in the 
water at the White House.

I’ve also been desperately hop-
ing that maybe we don’t know the 
full picture of what’s happening in 
Iran and that’s why the U.S. gov-
ernment hasn’t taken any serious 
action. Real action!

I’ve written in this space many 
times about the peril Israel and the 
rest of the world may face as Iran 
continues to work on developing 
its nuclear capability. Last month 
the Iranians once again generated 
a great deal of fear and loathing 
with the announcement  they were 
going forward with higher-grade 
nuclear fuel enrichment for the 
purpose of ‘medical’ research—if 
you can believe what they say. 
They’re also planning on building 
10 new nuclear sites. 

I’ve read scores of reports 
written by or quoting politicians, 
scientists and foreign policy 
analysts as well as former CIA 
and Mossad operatives and there’s 
absolutely no consensus among 
these experts about how long it 
will take the Iranians to reach the 
nuclear bomb threshold. Some 
say they’re just months away from 
having the capacity to develop 
nuclear weaponry, while others 
think it could take at least a few 
more years. 

The debate on this matter is tak-
ing place against the backdrop of 
a regime that’s continuing to deny 
the Holocaust, musing about wip-
ing Israel off the map and brutally 
cracking down on all the types 
of protests. Two young dissidents 
were recently hung and people 

Listen up 
Washington

The Tampa JCC will hold an 
eight-week course on basic com-
puter skills. Topics will include 
email, browsing the internet, send-
ing and receiving digital photos, 
use of common Microsoft applica-
tions, computer security and infor-
mation storage. Instructor is Myron 

Thorner, a retired IBM Services 
employee and owner of a computer 
service company.

Classes will be held on Mondays, 
March 15 – May 10 (no class on 
April 5). Register at the Tampa JCC 
front desk or by phone at 264-9000 
immediately.

New computer class set to start

Rights to publish the Perspective col-
umn by Tampa JCC & Federation CEO 
Gary Gould is restricted to the mailed, 
print edition only.


