
Tikvah Suncoast, Inc. has 
launched its own website to aid 
in the development of a residence 
for adults with special needs in the 
Tampa Bay area.

The goal is two-fold: One goal 
is to provide a facility that offers 
an enhanced residential lifestyle, 
ongoing learning and personal 
growth opportunities for adults 
with special needs, who could not 
otherwise lead fully independent 
lives. The second goal is to provide  
peace-of-mind for aging parents 
or grandfathers who worry there 
will be no one to take care of their 
special needs loved one when thy 
are gone.

The website, www.TikvahSun-
coast.org, affords opportunities to 
those who wish to receive help for 
loved ones with disabilities or do-
nate to the planned facility. 

Information available on the 
website includes personal stories 
submitted by families with special 
needs adult children. Residents of 
the proposed Tikvah facility may 
have “a spectrum of disorders” in-
cluding autism, Down’s syndrome 
and cerebral palsy.

Since its formation in 2008, the 
non-profit organization has bought 
property in St. Petersburg, thanks 
to a generous donation from local 
resident Beatrice Fishman Mehl, 
and had architectural renderings 
made of the proposed home. 

Plans call for a three-story, 
10,000 sq. ft. residence for some 
20 adults, featuring a wide array 
of social, vocational, recreational 
and cultural opportunities for the 
residents.

Residents of the projected facil-
ity need not be Jewish, said group 
founder and chair, Ron Yogman, 
although the home will have a ko-
sher kitchen and Jewish-oriented 
activities.

“We want it to be a home and 
not an institution,” he said. “We’re 
building an extended family that 
is integrated into the Jewish com-
munity.”

Yogman said he and his wife, 
Claire, understand the need for 
such a facility on a personal level. 

Their 31 year-old daughter Kan-
dace has autism.

It is not just about her, Yogman 
said. “There are many other Kan-
daces out there and I want to do 
something for them.”

 The dream involves raising con-
siderable funds.

“Our goal is to raise $3 million 
for the bricks and mortar,” he said. 
“We also intend to have an endow-
ment fund to ensure the perpetuity 
of Tikvah.”  

Right now there is no time table 
for construction.

In these difficult economic times, 
it’s been tough moving quickly to 
the next step, but some progress is 
being made, Yogman said.

The website is part of that prog-
ress.  The group also has been able 
to link the new website to that of 
the Jewish Federation of Pinellas & 
Pasco Counties, which is expected 
to increase the visibility and allow 
more people to learn about the 
project. 

In addition, Yogman said some 
organizational changes are going 
on as well.  

“We’ve added new board mem-
bers,” he said, “to create a broader 
base with people from different 
walks of life.”

Currently the non-profit has 
enough funds on hand to cover 
minimal operating expenses, and 
Yogman said they’ve been encour-
aged by money already donated 
through the website, and more dol-
lars pledged.

Those wishing to donate or learn 
more can call (727) 321-4673, 
email info@TikvahSuncoast.org., 
or view the new website: www.
TikvahSuncoast.org.

Tikvah Suncoast is separate from 
the Tikvah Special Needs Program 
offered by Tampa Jewish Famiy 
Services.
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Come visit our new 
website:

TikvahSuncoast.org

727-724-2102
3001 Countryside Blvd., 

Clearwater, FL 33761
www.CountrysideClub.com

Memberships as low 
as $112/month

• No Minimums    
• No Assessments

Member and non-member 
events welcome.

Our professional staff will work with you in all your planning stages,
and be there for the execution of your event to the complete satisfaction of your guests.

• Affordable food & beverage minimums
• Complimentary linens & centerpieces

• Custom packages upon request
• Minimal non-membership user fees

Creating Magic Moments   
               For Over 20 Years

The panoramic view of our championship golf course
& waterfall oasis will leave your guests breathless!

The panoramic view of our championship golf course
& waterfall oasis will leave your guests breathless!

Creating Magic Moments   
               For Over 20 Years

Perfect for Your Next Bar or Bat Mitzvah!

SHALOM

Box 160306, Miami, FL 33116
Phone: 1-800-279-0401
www.campshalom.net

Judaics  Program

Our 40th year...

David and Shelley Sokol - Owners

CAMP

A magnificent 100-acre, air-conditioned 
camp in the hills near Ocala National Forest. 
Beautiful, sandy beach with spring lake, 
swimming pool, boating, fishing, canoeing, 
Wave Runner, water skiing. On land, 
confidence ropes course, all sports, tennis, 
archery, riflery, crafts, drama, Aqua Golf, 
climbing wall with zipline.

OF CENTRAL FLORIDA

For Boys & Girls 7-15

Join Your Florida Friends!

727 •381•9722

Helping our students achieve 
their dreams for a brighter future

Isabelle Solomon of Congrega-
tion Beth Shalom in Clearwater has 
been elected the United Synagogue 
Youth (USY) presi-
dent for the South-
eastern Region. 

Isabelle will suc-
ceed Jacob Ludin of 
Congregation B’nai 
Israel in St. Peters-
burg, who served as 
the Southeast “Ha-
Negev” Region pres-
ident the past year.

Isabelle was se-
lected as president 
during the USY 
spring regional con-
vention. More than 300 high school 
students were in attendance and 
were represented by delegates to 
select the next president. 

As president, Isabelle will travel 
within the region to promote and 
further develop the USY organiza-
tion as well as work toward HaNe-
gev’s goal to “provide a comfortable 
social and educational environment 
for Jewish teens in the Southeast.” 
Along with Florida, the other states 

in the region are Georgia, Alabama, 
North and South Carolina, Tennes-
see and Mississippi. 

Additionally, she 
will oversee pro-
gramming for the 
region, which in-
cludes leadership, 
study sessions and 
social activities. 

 With the interna-
tional USY conven-
tion in Orlando this 
year, as president 
of the HaNegev Re-
gion Isabelle will 
welcome the more 
than 1,000 other 

members from all across North 
America. 

The eight other officers are high 
school students from across the 
Southeast including Fort Lauder-
dale, Miami and Jacksonville, as 
well as in Nashville and Brentwood, 
TN and Sandy Springs, GA.

Isabelle is a student at Palm 
Harbor University High School and 
is the daughter of Mindy and Dr. 
Michael Solomon of Dunedin.

Bay area teen to lead USY region

Isabelle Solomon

Tikvah Suncoast launches new website
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