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Tampa Israel mission lifts spirits, offers helping hand
March 4, 2024
In Israel’s time of need, 11 members of the Tampa Jewish community responded with a mission to the nation at war, offering solidarity, sympathy and support. The October 7th massacre of approximately 1,200 Israeli citizens and guest workers, and subsequent military operation to eliminate the Hamas infrastructure and free the...



Israeli tech forges new frontiers at Florida ‘pitch day’
Jewish Press report | March 4, 2024
Israeli tech companies, many with affiliations to the Tampa-based Florida-Israel Business Accelerator, got two opportunities recently to meet with Florida governmental and business officials to pitch their products and services, and in particular how the Israeli companies can address cybersecurity issues in Florida. The tech companies met with officials in...



‘Boat Mitzvah’ to mark clean beginning for vessel
By BOB FRYER
Jewish Press | March 4, 2024
Just as a surgeon can make repairs to a human body but leave behind scar tissue, the St. Petersburg based Jewish organization Tikkum HaYam (Hebrew for Repair the Seas) was in a small way contributing to pollution each time members went out on their boat to remove debris from the...

State lawmakers pass antisemitism definition with free speech protections
By JESSE SCHECKNER
Florida Politics | March 4, 2024
Florida statutes will soon have a broadly applying definition for antisemitism that state lawmakers uniformly agreed upon. Florida House members voted 115-0 for a bill (HB 187) providing that Florida defines antisemitism as “a certain perception of Jews, which may be expressed as hatred toward Jews,” and rhetorical and manifestations...



ADL exec to brief Tampa Bay on antisemitism surge
March 4, 2024
Sarah Emmons, the director of the Anti-Defamation League’s Florida’s regional office, will offer a free public briefing to discuss the current surge of antisemitism, both in Florida and around the country. “The Jewish community is in the midst of an unprecedented difficult time, as incidents of antisemitism have skyrocketed in...
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‘Uncommitted’ protest of Biden’s Israel support nets 100,000+ votes in Michigan
By RON KAMPEAS
JTA news service | March 4, 2024
A campaign to protest President Joe Biden’s support of Israel by voting “Uncommitted” in the Michigan Democratic presidential primary declared victory on Tuesday night, Feb....



‘The freest person in Russia’: Natan Sharansky on his letters with Alexei Navalny
By NORA BERMAN The Forward | March 4, 2024
Editor’s note: The KGB, referred to throughout, is now known as the FSB. Natan Sharansky – the Russian-Israeli refusenik, author and human rights activist who...

Jewish heavy metal musician raises thousands to provide security for Matisyahu after protests
By JACKIE HAJDENBERG
JTA news service | March 4, 2024
David Draiman, the Jewish frontman of heavy metal band Disturbed, is raising money to provide private security for Matisyahu after the Jewish reggae singer had...


      
    


Culture

Early 20th century Jewish immigrant story theme of Stageworks play
March 4, 2024
The promise of a new life and the pursuit of the American Dream is the focus of Stageworks Theatre’s production of “The Immigrant,” which will...



This unusual chef serving up ‘trayf good’ kosher French cuisine in Miami
By SARA LISS
JTA news service | March 4, 2024
MIAMI – It’s Saturday night on a brisk Miami weekend and Ostrow Brasserie is packed with diners for its post-Shabbat dinner service. Servers clad in...

Hillel Academy’s Legacy of Light Gala March 9
February 21, 2024
  Hillel Academy invites the community to its upcoming Legacy of Light Gala,  on March 9 at the Forman Event Center, located on Hillel's campus....


      
    




Rabbinically Speaking



“Who knows?”
March 4, 2024
Megillah Esther is a flamboyant, even farcical tale of good and evil. Its characters are caricatures of virtue and vice. Hamas is the ultimate villain;...


      
    

Bar/Bat Mitzvahs



Joshua M. Harris
December 5, 2023
Joshua M. Harris, son of Staci and Garrison Harris of Land O Lakes, will be called to the Torah as a Bar Mitzvah on Saturday,...



Ethan Frenden
October 9, 2023
Ethan Frenden, son of Lori and Dan Frenden of New Port Richey, will be called to the Torah as a Bar Mitzvah on Saturday, Oct....

James Edmond Shoemaker
September 25, 2023
James Edmond Shoemaker, son of Dr. Adam Shoemaker and Dr. Amy Rothman of Tampa, will be called to the Torah as a Bar Mitzvah on...


      
    


Obituaries

OBITUARY
March 4, 2024
CAROL ANN ROTH, 80, of Tampa, died Feb. 19. She moved to Florida from New York. She was a psychotherapist and enjoyed helping her patients....


      
    

Just a Nosh



Just a nosh..
February 5, 2024
Teens beware: Learn to avoid pitfalls of social media trenches High school teens will have the opportunity to learn about the Israel-Hamas War, the rise...
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